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sporum bicarpellatum Nakai et Tuyama never found wild in the Bonin Islands 
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* * * * 

Pittosporum bicarpellatum Nakai et Tuyama in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 49 : 448, 
1935 was published as a new species endemic to the Bonin group in the north¬ 
western Pacific. At the time of publication, both of the authors believed in 
the data of the labels attached to the two sheets of specimens cited under the 
description. One label on the fruiting specimen reads as ‘Aug. 25, 1878, Bonin 
Island’, and the other label on the flowering specimen ‘Jun. 16, 1879’ written 
by the hand of the late Prof. Jinzo Matsumura (1856-1928, then Assistant Prof.) 
and the late Prof. Ryokichi Yatabe (1851-1899), respectively. Both professors 
have botanized the Island of Chichijima of the Bonin group in March of 1879. 

Several years later, after the publication of the new plant, I became suspicious 
of the correctness of data on the labels after consulting with Prof. Matsumura’s 
diary, thorough research of the specimens concerned that are deposited in TI, 
and old literature such as ‘The List of Plants of the Koishikawa Botanical 
Garden’ 1877 and later similar publications until 1895. After more detailed and 
difficult reexamination of all that concerns, I now came to the conclusion that 
Prof. Matsumura might have mistaken the plant in question as collected on the 
Bonin Islands at least temporarily for several years before he indirectly cor¬ 
rected the locality for the plant in his last book in the same line as mentioned 
above in 1895. In fact any botanists or plant collectors have never collected the 
plant on the Bonin group up to the present. As early as in 1884, the plant was 
already cultivated in the greenhouse of Koishikawa Botanic Garden by the name 
of Pittosporum undulatum Vent. It should be confessed that we had not fully 
checked the identity of P. undulatum when we proposed the new species. 

Pittosporum undulatum Vent., Jard. Cels. PI. 76, 1800, Gowda in Journ. 
Arn. Arb. 32: 320, 1951. 

Pittosporum bicarpellatum Nakai et Tuyama in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 49: 446, 
1935, syn. nov. 
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